
File No.: J-11015/238/2010-1A.Il (M)
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
IA Division

***

Dated 13/08/2024

To,

Sh. Pranab Das
M/s BHARAT COKING COAL LIMITED
Office of General Manager Kusunda Area-6 BCCL , Dhanbad, DHANBAD, JHARKHAND, Godhur 
kali Mandir near Matkuria Check Post, 826116
E-mail: envkusunda@gmail.com

Subject: Expansion of Cluster VII Coal Mining Project with rated Capacity of 11.42 MTPA in an area of 
2127.70 ha, located in the East Central part of Jharia Coalfield in Dhanbad district of Jharkhand 
state by M/s Bharat Coking Coal Limited (BCCL) – Grant of Amendment in Environmental 
Clearance – regarding

Sir/Madam,
 
This is with reference to your online application vide proposal No. IA/JH/CMIN/473199/2024 dated 
14/06/2024 along with CAF (Part A, B and C) seeking amendment in Environment Clearance accorded 
by the Ministry vide letter no. J-11015/238/2010-1A.Il (M) dated 12.10.2018, under the provisions of 
the EIA Notification, 2006 for the project mentioned above.

2. The particulars of the proposal are as below :

(i) EC Identification No. EC24A0605JH5139977A

(ii) File No. J-11015/238/2010-1A.Il (M)

(iii) Clearance Type Amendment in EC

(iv) Category A

(v) Schedule No./ Project Activity 1(a) Mining of minerals

(vi) Sector Coal Mining

(vii) Name of Project Cluster VII Coal Mining Project

(viii) Location of Project (District, State) DHANBAD, JHARKHAND

(ix) Issuing Authority MoEF&CC

(x) EC Date 12/10/2018

(xii) Applicability of General Conditions NO

(xiii) Status of implementation of the project
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3. The proposal was considered by EAC (Coal) in its meeting held during July 1-2, 2024. The project activity is listed at 
schedule no. 1(a) - Mining of minerals under Category “A” of the schedule of the EIA Notification, 2006. The minutes of 
the meeting and all the project documents are available on PARIVESH portal which can be accessed at 
https://parivesh.nic.in.
 
4. Earlier, the Environment clearance for the project was granted under EIA Notification, 2006 vide Ministry’s letter no. J-
11015/238/2010-IA.II (M) dated 06.02.2013 for a capacity of 8.16 MTPA in an area of 2127.70 Ha. Thereafter, PP 
obtained EC for expansion from 8.16 MTPA to 11.42 MTPA without change of mining lease area vide EC letter dated 
12.10.2018. EC was further amended vide EC dated 20.08.2020 for revision in calendar programme.
 
5. The PP has submitted for amendment of EC Generic condition no.- 4.1(a) (ii) of EC dated 12.10.2018 as shown below:
Specific/General 
Condition No

Details of Conditions Amendment Sought Justification

Generic Condition 4.1(a) 
(ii)

No change in mining 
method, calendar 
programme and scope of 
work without obtaining 
prior approval of 
Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change

The proposal is for prior 
approval as per generic 
EC condition to undertake 
Highwall Mining in 
Rajapur-South Jharia OC 
without any change in EC 
Capacity and lease area. 
There shall be no change 
in Mine limit and Mine 
Depth.

For conservation of coal and to improve 
recovery of coal it is proposed to undertake 
Highwall Mining.
The proposal will enable Highwall Mining 
(Blast free and Drill Free) along with OC 
operation in Rajapur- South Jharia OC of 
Cluster VII without any change in EC 
Capacity and lease area.
· There shall be no change in Mine limit and 
Mine Depth.
· Mining Plan and Mine Closure Plan of 
Rajapur OC with Highwall Mining 
Operation for peak EC capacity of 2.56 
MTPA has been approved in the 404th 
Board meeting of Bharat Coking Coal 
Limited on 05.08.2023

 
Deliberations of the Committee
6. The Committee deliberated on various aspects of the proposal submitted and the presentation made by PP. After 
detailed deliberation, the Committee noted the following:
 
i. Proposal is for amendment in the Generic Condition 4.1(a) (ii) of EC dated 12.102018 and accordingly PP applied under 
Form-4 on Parivesh Portal.
 
ii. The Committee noted that there are some technical issues in the Parivesh Portal related to the amendment log and other 
information, for which PP has raised the ticket TIC-24010690 dated 14.06.2024 but at the same time provided the 
information in its reply dated 14.06.2024.
 
iii. The Committee observed that PP has proposed changing the mining method from Opencast to UG through Highwall 
Mining. PP submitted that the mine has reached the final pit limit and the amendment sought is to extract the mineral 
blocked in the safety barrier between the two pits. The PP also clarified that this safety barrier is not around the pit limit of 
the cluster rather it is between the two pits of cluster mines. PP also showed the photographs and videos of the same. PP 
informed that a 300-meter drive will be made into the Highwall and the length of the Highwall will be 2.5 KM.
 
iv. PP also showed the video of Highwall Mining and the Committee observed from the video that after cutting the coal 
the Highwall Miner discharged the coal at the back side of the miner and from there it is to be loaded into dumpers 
through loaders. The Committee asked the PP whether the re-handling could be avoided and how much time it would take 
to drive a 300-meter length in the coal seam. PP informed that to drive a distance of 300 meters for coal cutting, the 
machine requires around 3 days and also rate of discharge is very slow so there it could not be directly loaded into the 
dumpers. The Committee is of the view that PP shall arrange a small mobile hopper where the output of the Highwall 
miner can be stored and from there it could be loaded into the dumpers to avoid re-handling.
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v. The Committee also asked the PP, whether the mining plan for the proposed method of mining has been approved. PP 
submitted that the mining plan for the same has already been approved vide letter dated 05.08.2023.
 
vi. The committee asked about the impact of the mining. PP submitted that there is no increase in the production level as 
well as the lease area for which EIA/EMP was prepared and the existing mitigation measures are sufficient to address the 
impact of coal cutting and transportation through Highwall mining. PP further submitted that as the coal from OC has 
already been removed and the mine reached the safety barrier the production would be less than the rated peak capacity.
 
vii. The Committee enquired if any study about safety & subsidence due to the introduction of Highwall mining 
technology has been done. PP submitted that no such study has been done for the present area, however, a Geotechnical 
study has been done in Sharda OCM of ECL. The study envisages that based on the Geo-mining parameters considered for 
Operation at Sharda Mine, no stability problem and any harmful surface subsidence has been experienced in the mining 
property so far for the last 13 years. PP also submitted a copy of the report vide email dated 01.07.2024. PP further 
submitted that permission for the introduction of Highwall mining equipment at ROCP will be obtained under Regulation 
113 of Coal Mine Regulation, 2017 (Extraction of coal by methods other than Board and Pillar) and all conditions shall be 
fully complied with to ensure long term stability of the working area. The Committee also asked about the land use of 
barrier surfaces and asked whether any habitation is there. PP submitted that there is no habitation or structure. The 
Committee is of the view no mining should be done in safety zone without obtaining necessary permission from DGMS 
and also monitor the subsidence at regular intervals.
 
viii. The Committee noted that RO inspection was done on 27.04.2023 and PP submitted the copy of CCR along with 
ATR dated 07.08.2023. The Committee observed that there are some partially complied conditions related to i) plantation 
on OB dump area, PP submitted that grass seeds are being spread on active OB Dumps so that temporary grassing 
develops to check any airborne particles. PP further submitted that presently 1500 Avenue plantation and block plantation 
in 40 Ha of land has been done through the Divisional Forest Department ii) Construction of Catch drains/garland drains 
along the remaining OB dumps. PP submitted that Catch/garland drains and siltation ponds are prepared in the monsoon 
season to prevent any runoff from the mine. The toe wall is being constructed in a phase-wise manner along the finalised 
OB dumps. iii) Mitigation measures for suppression of fugitive emissions, PP submitted that to control fugitive emissions 
along roads 16 nos of Mobile Water Sprinklers, 3 nos of Truck Mounted Fog canon & 02 Trolley Mounted Fog Canons 
and 2 HEMM based Mist Sprinklers with 28 KL Tank capacity are operative in mines. Further, one Mechanical sweeper 
has been procured and one more is in the final stage of procurement vi) Installation of CAAQMS, for which PP has 
submitted that CAAQMS has already been installed in Cluster VII. The Committee is of the view that PP shall expedite 
the compliance of CCR. Further, the Committee is of the view that PP shall increase the number of fog cannons to reduce 
the impact of air pollution and shall ensure that all environmental equipment is in place before starting the Highwall 
mining operations. The Committee desired that PP should submit Geo-tagged photos of plantation areas. PP vide email 
dated 01.07.2024 submitted the photographs. The Committee asked PP to ensure the installation of the Wind barrier wall / 
Vertical Greenery System at suitable locations. The Committee desired for full compliance of existing EC conditions. 
Further, RO inspection be done within next 6 months and thereafter PP to submit ATR on RO report.
 
ix. The Committee observed that the plantation in the area is not adequate; PP submitted that Jharia Coal fields have fire 
and due to this, it would be difficult to plant the trees. However, Miyawaki plantation in an area of 25 Ha will be taken up 
during the monsoon period. PP also submitted an undertaking regarding the same vide email dated 02.07.2024. The 
Committee agreed with the practical difficulties being faced in the Jharia Coal field due to fire but it is of the view that in 
the fire-free area/outside area, the plantation can be done. The Committee asked PP to carry out Concurrent planting on 
war footing including raising of shrubs and grasses. Further, the Committee is of the view that PP shall also carry out a 
study of impact on health and environment in the local area due to continuous unabated fire.
 
x. The committee asked about the intersection of Groundwater and its impact. PP submitted that the Groundwater level has 
already been intersected during the opencast mining and proposed Highwall mining will not have any further impact.
 
Recommendations of the Committee
 
7. Based on the discussion held and the document submitted as per the requirement of Generic Condition 4.1(a) (ii) the 
EAC recommended the proposal for Amendment in Environment Clearance (EC) of Cluster VII Coal Mining Project 
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dated 12.10.2018 with a rated capacity of 11.42 MTPA in an area of 2127.70 ha, located in the East Central part of Jharia 
Coalfield in Dhanbad district of Jharkhand state by M/s Bharat Coking Coal Limited (BCCL) for change in method of 
mining from opencast to Opencast cum UG (Highwall Mining Method) subject to the compliance of the additional 
terms & conditions / specific conditions at Annexure-1.
 
Decision of MoEF&CC
8. The undersigned is directed to inform that Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has examined the 
proposal in accordance with the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006 & further amendments thereto 
and after accepting the recommendations of the Expert Appraisal Committee (Coal) hereby decided for grant of 
amendment in the EC dated 12.10.2018; as detailed in Para 7 above subject to the compliance of the additional terms & 
conditions / specific conditions at Annexure 1.
 
9. All other terms and conditions mentioned in the Environment Clearance letter no. J-11015/238/2010-1A.Il (M) dated 
12.102018 and its amendment dated 20.08.2020 shall remain unchanged.
 
10. The project proponent shall obtain fresh Environment Clearance in case of change in scope of the project, if any.
 
11. This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.
 

Copy To
1. The Secretary, Ministry of Coal, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi 
2. Deputy Director General of Forests (C),Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Integrated Regional 
Office, 2nd Floor, Headquarter- Jharkhand State Housing Board, Harmu Chowk, Ranchi, Jharkhand – 834002, Ranchi
3. The Chairman, Central Ground Water Authority, Ministry of Water Resources, Curzon Road Barracks, A-2, W-3 
Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi
4. The Regional Director, Central Ground Water Board, Mid-Eastern Region, 6th& 7th Floor, Lok Nayak Jai Prakash 
Bhawan, Frazer Road, Dak Banglow, Patna- 800011, Bihar.
5. The Chairman, Jharkhand State Pollution Control Board, TA building, HEC complex, PO Dhurwa, Ranchi
6. The District Collector, Dhanbad, Government of (Jharkhand)
7. PARIVESH Portal
 

Annexure 1

Specific EC Conditions for (Mining Of Minerals)

1. Specific Conditions

S. No EC Conditions

1.1
PP shall expedite the full compliance existing EC Conditions and submit the ATR after the 
inspection RO within next 6 months

1.2
The plantations done by the PP need to be adequately densified during the current monsoon season 
and audited by a third party preferably a forestry institution of MoEFCC (e.g. ICFRE) to assess 
their efficacy 

1.3 PP to ensure installation of Wind barrier wall / Vertical Greenery System at suitable locations

1.4 Miyawaki plantation in an area of 25 Ha will be taken up during the current monsoon period
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S. No EC Conditions

1.5 The other terms and conditions of earlier granted ECs and EC amendments shall remain the same

1.6 No Mining should be done in Safety zone

1.7

PP is advised to implement the 'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' Campaign which was launched on 5th June 
2024 on the occasion of the World Environment Day to increase the forest cover across the 
Country. This plantation drive is other than Green belt development. The action in this regard shall 
be submitted concerned RO in six monthly report

1.8
PP shall also carry out a study of impact on health and environment in the local area due to 
continuous unabated fire
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